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PURPOSE AND PRINCIPLES OF EFFECTIVE INVESTIGATION OF 

TORTURE AND OTHER FORMS OF ABUSE 

Summary

The prohibition of torture, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment 
is enshrined in numerous international documents of a universal and regional 
character. Back in 1998, in the judgment in Assenov and Others v. Bulgaria, the 
European Court of Human Rights established a positive procedural obligation of 
Council of Europe member states to conduct an effective investigation into the 
alleged violation of Article 3 (prohibition of torture and other ill-treatment) of the 
European Convention on Human Rights and fundamental freedoms. Despite that, 
they often neglect that obligation, so in the period from 2003-2019. as many as 
887 verdicts were passed for violating Article 3 due to the lack of an effective 
investigation. Starting from the rich jurisprudence of the European Court of 
Human Rights, as well as the instruments of the United Nations and the Council of 
Europe in this field, using adequate methodological equipment, the author first 
analyzes the purpose of effective investigation of torture and other forms of abuse; 
imposing appropriate criminal and/or disciplinary sanctions; deterrent effect; 
combating impunity and affirming zero tolerance for abuse; establishing and 
maintaining public confidence in preserving the rule of law; preventing the 
occurrence of collision or tolerating illegal actions, and satisfaction for the injured 
party. In order to see the whole picture of an effective investigation, the author 
discusses in detail its most important principles - adequacy; thoroughness; 
independence and impartiality; timeliness; public oversight and participation of the 
injured party.

Keywords: prohibition of torture, purpose and principles of effective 

investigation, Council of Europe, European Court of Human Rights.
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