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RULE OF LAW AS A COMPONENT OF INSTITUTIONAL 

DEVELOPMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF SERBIA IN EUROPEAN 

UNION INTEGRATION PROCESS 

 

Summary 

 

 After the fall of Berlin wall the countries of the former socialistic system 

were forced to change the nature of the key determinants of their economics 

systems, that caused the change of the nature of the business environment in which 

economic subject are operating. This change implies deep institutional 

transformations. Following the logic of this process, the author analyzes the 

characteristics of the Republic of Serbia institutional developments in this century. 

Among numerous indicators of institutional changes created by referent world 

organizations, the article analyses the phenomena of institutional development in 

relation to the Rule of Law criterion as one among five components of the 

composite indicators settled by World Bank Quality Public Management.  As well 

as the others West Balkan countries (Montenegro, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 

Macedonia and Albania), the Republic of Serbia on its path to European union 

membership has to pass different stages of integration of its economic system in 

order to achieve EU economic structure, starting from the signing of Stabilization 

and Association Agreement, obtaining a candidate status, negotiation process and 

finally EU membership. During these phases, the process of institutional 

development is ongoing as well as approaching of Western Balkan to EU. In 

comparation of Rule of Law indicators between Republic of Serbia and other 

Western Balkans countries in period 1996-2017 we could conclude that the best 

results are visible in Republic of Serbia and Montenegro. The explanation is that 

Serbia enters reformation process with delay and very low starting index in 

relation to Rule of Law. Practically, the reform process, starts in 2002.  

Key words: institutions, institutional development, Rule of Law, Republic 

of Serbia, European Union.   
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