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A COMPARISON OF THE BRUSSELS AGREEMENT AND THE 1903 

USA–PANAMA TREATY 

 

Summary 

 

The great German lawyer Karl Schmitt developed a theory of modern 

intervention treaties by studying the 1903 USA–Panama treaty. According to this 

legal theory, states formally retain their sovereignty while essentially fulfilling the 

requirements by a foreign power when concluding treaties like the one concluded 

by the USA and Panama in 1903. A comparison of the provisions of the Brussels 

Agreement, which the Republic of Serbia concluded with the EU and the 

secessionist authorities in Priština, and the 1903 USA–Panama Treaty shows that 

the Brussels Agreement was essentially an international treaty on intervention as 

defined by Karl Schmidt. 

Keywords: the Brussels Agreement, the Republic of Serbia and the EU, 

Public International Law, the Constitution of the Republic of Serbia  
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