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POLITICAL EXTREMISM IN SPORT

Summary

The aim of this paper is to analyze the interrelationships between sports 

and politics, with particular reference to the abuse of sports for political 

purposes and for promotion of the ruling elites, as well as the reexamination of 

the influence of fan groups on political and social events at the beginning of the 

21st century. An analysis of development of interrelations of the sport and 

politics unequivocally provides the basis for conclusion that politics, in various 

regimes and situations, often engages in socially important aspects of sports, 

both in this region and in the whole world. But, vice versa, that clubs, fan 

groups and other sports actors often had very important role on relations and 

events into politics. 

In some dynamic periods, primarily during social and economic crises, 

or wars, this connection was particularly expressed. The results of this research 

further shows that fan groups in the Republic of Serbia, and in the region, also 

participate in public meetings that have a political, rather than a sports 

background, and that they propagate different extremist views and ideas.

Keywords: sport, politics, ideology, extremism, fan groups.
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