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associate professor, Faculty of Law, University of Pristina temporarily settled 

in Kosovska Mitrovica

SAZONOV, THE KINGDOM OF SCS AND THE SOVIET RUSSIA IN 

THE CONTEXT OF INTERNATIONAL PUBLIC LAW AND KIM

Summary

After 1914 and the outbreak of the First World War, the Russian 

imperial minister of foreign affairs Sazonov warned the Serbian government 

about the perniciousness of creating a state with the Catholic Croats. Sazonov 

was explicitly against the creation of the South-Slav state due to the Russian 

experience with the Catholic Poles and Vatican where he was the ambassador. 

It also became the official Russian stand until the fall of the Russian Empire in 

1917. However, the Serbian elite, with the crucial ‘’help’’ of the English one, 

created the Kingdom of SCS in 1918. The new Yugoslav state was in conflict 

with the Soviet Russia until 1940. More precisely, the Kingdom of SCS, the 

Kingdom of Yugoslavia from 1929, did not even have any diplomatic relations 

with the Soviet Russia despite the legal fact pointed out by Carl Schmitt that 

the West not only recognized the new state de iure and de facto as early as in 

1924, but also its continuity with the imperial Russia in the context of 

international public law. 

Key words: The Kingdom of SCS/Yugoslavia, Soviet Russia, Sazonov, 

international public law.
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