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University of Pristina - Kosovska Mitrovica, Faculty od Law

LIBERALIZATION OF THE AGRICULTURAL LAND MARKET AND 

FOOD SOVEREIGNTY IN SERBIA

Summary

The subject of this scientific paper is the liberalization of the agricultural 

land market and food sovereignty in the Republic of Serbia. Bearing in mind that 

the Republic of Serbia aspires to membership in the European Union, 

harmonization with the acquiscommunautaire becomes imperative. On that path, 

the Republic of Serbia undertook in the Stabilization and Association Agreement 

to liberalize its right in the area of freedom of sale of agricultural land, as part of 

the execution, which it formally implemented in 2017 by passing the Law on 

Amendments to the Law on Agricultural Land. Today, Serbia is facing a 

challenge: how to protect domestic farmers and food sovereignty, while enabling 

the inflow of foreign investments. Therefore, the aim of this scientific paper is to 

look at the Law on Agricultural Land, as a determinant of the legal framework for 

the right of foreigners to acquire ownership of agricultural land in Serbia, while 

protecting domestic farmers and maintaining pre-emptive sovereignty. The 

conclusion is that the amendments to the Law on Agricultural Land from 2017 will 

significantly impair the efficiency of resource allocation, and thus the well-being 

of economic entities will not be increased to a sufficient extent. Therefore, the 

model of phased liberalization of the agricultural land market should be 

approached, which would eliminate legal contradictions with international law, EU 

with the Constitution of the Republic of Serbia. In the research of this complex 

issue, the methods of analysis and synthesis, normative method, comparative law 

method, comparative method and descriptive statistics method were used.

Keywords: agricultural land, the right of foreigners to acquire ownership 

of agricultural land, liberalization of the agricultural land market, food 

sovereignty, the Law on Agricultural Land, the Stabilization and Association 

Agreement.
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