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Associate professor

University of Pristina - Kosovska Mitrovica, Faculty od Law

CRIMINAL, DISCIPLINARY AND MATERIAL RESPONSIBILITY OF 

CONVICTED PERSONS ON SERVING A PRISON SENTENCE

Summary

Execution of imprisonment and life imprisonment in penitentiary 

institutions means, in addition to deprivation of liberty of the convicted person as 

the basic content of the sentence, deprivation or restriction of most of the basic 

rights of convicts, ie application of a special legal regime - prison rules. In the 

Republic of Serbia, the prison regime is based on the provisions of the Law on 

Execution of Criminal Sanctions, other laws and numerous bylaws. 

The system of prison rules is fully harmonized with the international legal 

normative framework in the field of protection of the rights of persons deprived of 

liberty, ie with the minimum standards established in the most important 

international legal acts of global and regional character, ie Nelson Mandela's Rules 

and European Prison Rules. 

Disciplinary and material responsibility of convicted persons serving a 

prison sentence is part of the system of prison rules that prescribe behaviors that 

violate the rules of order in penitentiaries, as well as the procedure and measures 

that are applied to convicted persons, consequently violating the rules. Non-

compliance with prison regulations entails disciplinary and material responsibility 

of convicted persons, while, based on special provisions, it is prescribed that in 

disciplinary proceedings a convicted person may be punished for a criminal 

offense punishable by imprisonment for up to one year, which means that the 

convict a person in a prison may also be held criminally liable. 

On the other hand, there is a discrepancy in the normative regulations 

because certain serious disciplinary offenses are at the same time prescribed as 

criminal offenses. The aim of this paper is to present the criminal, disciplinary and 

material responsibility of convicted persons serving a prison sentence in the 

penitentiary system of the Republic of Serbia, to indicate the compliance of 

domestic norms with international standards in this area, but also to present 

solutions that should correct certain shortcomings in the normative sphere during 

the next amendment of the Serbian criminal legislation.

Keywords: convicted persons, imprisonment, criminal, disciplinary and 

material responsibility ofconvic.t
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United Nation Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners 

Adopted by the First United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the 

Treatment of Offenders, held at Geneva in 1955, and approved by the Economic 

and Social Council by its resolutions 663 C (XXIV) of 31 July 1957 and 2076 

(LXII) of 13 May 1977.
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