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Full-time Professor

University of Pristina - Kosovska Mitrovica, Faculty od Law

ELDERLY PRISONERS – A GROWING AND MARGINALIZED 

SEGMENT OF THE PRISON POPULATION

Summary

The elderly are the fastest growing, but also vulnerable, marginalized and 

systematically neglected segment of the prison population. Their long prison 

experience, which has profound and comprehensive psychological consequences,

is generally unfavorable. Given that mass imprisonment as a means of crime 

control results in accelerated growth in the number of elderly prisoners and 

adverse economic, social, ethical and health consequences, the idea of the need to 

articulate a new paradigm of combating crime has gradually matured. This 

qualitatively different approach implies more frequent application of alternative 

sanctions, reduction of imprisonment, revision of the strict practice of imposing 

long sentences and easier approval of parole and compassionate release of elderly 

prisoners who do not pose a high security risk. In parallel with the development of 

policies and strategies to reduce the imprisonment of the elderly, it is necessary to 

design and implement programs of treatment tailored to their specific needs, as 

well as the highest international standards in this area. This will make the 

prospects for resocialization and social reintegration of members of this vulnerable 

group much more certain. At the same time, it will relieve the prison systems, 

which, due to the numerous problems they face, are facing collapse.

Key words: elderly prisoners, causes and consequences of the aging 

prison population, treatment, challenges.

208



 

 

 

 

Australian Bureau of Statistics, Prisoners in Australia 2000, cat. No. 

4517.0, Canberra, 2000. 

Australian Bureau of Statistics, Prisoners in Australia 2017, cat. No. 

4517.0, Canberra, 2017.  

Carson, E. A., Sabol, W. J., Aging of the State Prison Population, 1993–

2013, Special Report, U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Justice Programs, 

Bureau of Justice Statistics, May 2016. 

https://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/aspp9313.pdf 

Caldwell, C., Jarvis, M., Rosefield, H., Issues Impacting Today’s Geriatric 

Female Offenders. Corrections Today, Volume 63, Issue 5, August 2001. 

Chettiar, I., Bunting, W., Schotter, G., At America's Expense: The Mass 

Incarceration of the Elderly, American Civil Liberties Union, New York, June 

2012. https://www.aclu.org/report/americas-expense-mass-incarceration-elderly   

Dawes, J., Ageing Prisoners: Issues for Social Work, Australian Social 

Work, Volume 62, Issue 2, 2009. 

    

, 2015. 

Grant, A., Elderly inmates: issues for Australia, Trends & issues in crime 

and criminal justice, No. 115, Australian Institute of Criminology, Canberra, 

1999. https://www.aic.gov.au/publications/tandi/tandi115 

Handbook on Prisoners with special needs, United Nations Office on 

Drugs and Crime, New York, 2009.  

Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Prisons, ‘No problems – old and quiet’: 

Older prisoners in England and Wales, A thematic review by HM Chief Inspector 

of Prisons, London, 2004. 

https://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmiprisons/wpcontent/uploads/sites/4/201

4/08/OlderPrisoners-2004.pdf 

Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Prisons and Quality Care Commission, 

Social care in Prisons in England and Wales, A thematic report, London, October 

2018. https://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmiprisons/wp-

content/uploads/sites/4/2018/10/Social-care-thematic-2018-web.pdf 

James, D. J., Glaze, L. E., Mental Health Problems of Prison and Jail 

Inmates, U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Justice Programs, Bureau of Justice 

Statistics, NCJ Publication No. 213600, Washington, DC, September 2006. 

Kinsella, K.,  Wan, H., U.S. Census Bureau, An Aging World: 2008, 

International Population Reports, P95/09-1, U.S. Government Printing Office, 

Washington, DC, 2009. https://www.census.gov/prod/2009pubs/p95-09-1.pdf  

Porporino, F. J., Managing The Elderly in Corrections, UNAFEI, 2014.  

Schaenman, P., Davies, E., Jordan, R., Chakraborty, R., Opportunities for 

Cost Savings in Corrections Without Sacrificing Service Quality: Inmate Health 

209



 

 

Care, The Urban Institute, February 2013. 

http://www.urban.org/UploadedPDF/412754-Inmate-Health-Care.pdf 

Stojkovic, S., Elderly prisoners: A growing and forgotten group within 

correctional systems vulnerable to elder abuse, Journal of Elder Abuse and 

Neglect, Volume 19, Issue 3-4, 2007.  

The High Costs of Low Risk: The Crisis of America’s Aging Prison 

Population, Prepared by the Osborne Association for: The Florence V. Burden 

Foundation, July 2014. 

2012 Annual Report on Prison Administration Operations, Republic of 

Serbia, Ministry of Justice and Public Administration, Administration for 

Enforcement of Penal Sanctions, Belgrade, March 2013. 

 

210


