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ETHNIC CONFLICTS AND EXAMPLES OF SUCCESSFUL SOLUTIONS 

- ALAND ISLANDS, SOUTH TYROL AND HONG KONG 

 

Summary 

 
Ethnic conflicts are,nowadays, one of the largest security challenges, with 

conflicts much more expressed at the internal than internationallevel. There is not 
a single part of our planet that in some period was not marked by ethnic conflicts 
that were caused by various factors. Sudan, Bangladesh, Rwanda, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Catalonia and the Basque Country, South Tyrol, the Åland Islands, 
Cyprus, Belgium are just some of the examples of long-standing conflicts, some of 
which have not been resolved for decades. The reason for the interest on this topic 
stems from the fact that Kosovo and Metohija is a burning issue in Serbia and one 
of the central points of conflicts in Europe. The paper is dedicatedto the questions 
of autonomy, i.e. the specific status of the Åland Islands, South Tyrol and Hong 
Kong, as we believe that some of the elements of these constitutional 
arrangements should be in mind when trying to reach a sustainable formula that 
would bring permanent peace and stability in Kosovo and Metohija.  

Keywords: ethnic conflicts, autonomy, Kosovo and Metohija, Åland 
Islands, South Tyrol, Hong Kong. 
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