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KOSOVO AND METOHIJA DURING THE 1999–2020 PERIOD IN THE 

CONTEXT OF INTERNAL AND INTERNATIONAL SOVEREIGNTY

Summary

UN Security Council Resolution 1244 put an end to NATO aggression in 

the FRY in 1999. Despite the deployment of KFOR forces and the UNMIK 

mission, the FRY retained international sovereignty over Kosovo. The Serbian 

police, administrative and judicial authorities did not leave the northern part of 

Kosovo and Metohija after 1999. Within the scope of domestic law, Serbian 

sovereignty was strengthened by the adoption of the Constitution of the Republic 

of Serbia in 2006 and the establishment of Civil Protection. In 2007, the Republic 

of Serbia rejected the Ahtisaari Plan, which provided for the suspension of 

UNSCR 1244 and for the so-called supervised independence of Kosovo. During 

the 2011–2012 period Belgrade and Priština signed seven contracts, which, among 

other things, transferred to the secessionists the competencies in the fields of 

cadastre and registry and gave them the right to regional representation. In 2013, 

the negotiations with Priština were raised to the highest level, at which point the 

Brussels Agreement, or the First Agreement on the Normalization of Relations, 

was concluded. During the 2013–2020 period a new agreement was signed, which 

effectively suspended the Serbian institutions, the energy and telecommunications 

systems, administrative crossings, police and civil protection, as well as the 

Serbian judiciary. For that reason, within the context of domestic and foreign law, 

the 1999–2020 period on Kosovo and Metohija can be divided into three parts: the 

first part 1999–2004, characterized by the status quo; the second part 2004–2008, 

characterized by the strengthening of the Serbian institutions; and the third part 

2008–2020, during which the suspension of the Serbian institutions and 

sovereignty in a number of areas took place.

Keywords: Kosovo and Metohija, the Republic of Serbia, UN, 

international law, the Brussels Agreement
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